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MCDO HONORS GOTTLIEB ON HER RETIREMENT  

BARNES ELECTED NEW MCDO CHAIRMAN  

DOMINGUEZ-RODRIGUEZ ELECTED VICE CHAIR 

    Congratulations to former 

Assemblyman Peter J. Barnes 

Jr., who became the new 

Middlesex County  

Democratic Organization 

Chairman. 

     Perth Amboy Chairwoman 

Leslie Dominguez-Rodriguez 

is the new MCDO vice chair. 

      Over 900 county  

Democratic Committee men 

and women cast their ballots 

at the reorganization meeting. 

      ñIôm overwhelmed,ò 

Barnes said. ñWhen you think 

that this many people showed 

up, it shows grassroots  

Americana. The committee 

people are the ones who make 

this organization work.ò 

      With the general election 

on the horizon, Barnes said 

the campaign will show the 

difference between ñGov. 

Christieôs team and our Democrats.ò 

    Dominguez-Rodriguez said she is honored to be chosen as the organizationôs vice chair 

and ñwill work tirelessly to ensure our county Democratic Party remains vibrant and our 

candidates are victorious.ò 

     This yearôs Vice-Chairôs  

Breakfast served not only as an 

event to honor the municipal  

vice chairs and candidates in this 

fallôs upcoming election but one to 

pay tribute to Helen Gottlieb, the  

Middlesex County Democratic  

organizationôs Vice-Chair for the 

past 17 years. 

     Gottlieb retired following the 

MCDO reorganization meeting. 

     ñI love this county. I love this 

party,ò she said. ñI will give you 

whatever strength I have to make 

sure that Democrats continue to be           

elected.ò 

   She reflected back on the various 

campaigns she worked on, including 

Senator Barbara Buono, the late  

Freeholder Director David Crabiel, 

former Freeholder Camille Fernicola  

and Sheriff Millie Scott. 

     Gottlieb thanked Democratic committee  

members, along with her husband, Joel. 

      ñHeôs always been supportive and I donôt think 

I could have done a job, children and a political life 

without that manôs support. Heôs wonderful,ò she 

said. 

       Freeholder Charles Tomaro thanked Gottlieb 

for being his mentor and ñbiggest champion.ò   

        State Senator Bob Smith said Gottlieb cared 

about her community, government and made sure 

the best people, that is ñDemocratsò, were  

involved in Edison and were successful. 

       ñHere in Middlesex County, she has been  

magnificent, absolutely magnificent,ò he said. ñShe 

is the model of a Democratic life well lived.ò 

MCDO Chairman Peter J. 

Barnes, Jr. 
MCDO Vice Chair Leslie Dominguez-

Rodriguez 



 

P a g e  2  M i d d l e s e x  C o u n t y  

likes to knock on doors, a practice he learned 

from Edison Chairman Thomas ñDocò Pater-

niti and later continued as a township council-

man. 

     ñIôm going to try to get to every town to 

make sure we elect Democrats for this  

Freeholder Board and continue to do the work 

for this great county as Dave Crabiel would 

always want,ò he said. 

      When it comes to positive initiatives,  

Barrett and Tomaro have plenty to provide 

voters. 

      In addition to touting an outstanding 

County College and Vocational-Technical 

schools and the No. 1 recycling program in 

the state, county officials have stabilized taxes 

and aggressively purchased open space. 

      The county has preserved more than  

ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL  

7,300 acres of open space and 

5,000 acres of farmland.  

     ñOpen space preservation is 

an important priority,ò Barrett 

said. ñWe are committed to  

enhancing the countyôs quality 

of life and saving our rich  

heritage.ò 

     Also, Middlesex County has 

earned a Triple A bond rating, 

one of only 67 counties  

nationwide who have earned 

that distinction. 

     Freeholder Director Chris 

Rafano said that Barrett and 

Tomaro are part of a ñgreat 

teamò on the Freeholder Board. 

     ñI am proud of our county 

government,ò he said. ñI am 

proud of what weôve done and 

proud of what we stand for.ò 

       He said the county has been 

ñleading the chargeò for shared 

services and green technology.        

     Rafano noted that this year 

was a challenge due to cuts in 

state aid and a drop in 

revenues. He noted, though, that 

county Freeholders have ñstood 

up to the challenges.ò 

     ñWe did not ignore it, we  

didnôt put our head in the sand 

thinking it was going to go 

away...We are out there, dealing 

with it head on,ò he said. 

Freeholders Carol Barrett and Charles 

Tomaro 

       After a busy election cycle 

last year in Middlesex County 

with five seats on the ballot, the 

2011 campaign will be  

comparatively smaller with only 

two seats up. 

      Freeholders Carol Barrett and 

Charles Tomaro are ready to do 

what their five Democratic  

brethren did last November. Win. 

      ñOur Freeholder Board is a 

team and we have a strong record 

of helping the residents of  

Middlesex County on many  

levels,ò Barrett said. ñI believe 

that will help us to be victorious 

in the fall.ò 

      Tomaro said, ñIt is a great 

pleasure to run with Carol and I 

know we are going to work very 

hard to make sure we not only 

deliver for the Freeholders but we 

win every town and every  

Assembly and Senate seat in  

Middlesex County.ò 

       Barrett said she is ñhonored 

and very proud to be running with 

Charlie.ò 

       ñHeôs smart, heôs energetic 

and heôs loyal,ò she said. ñCharlie 

is a great, great Freeholder. I 

thank him for all of his 

knowledge and help.ò 

        Tomaro said he is ready for 

the campaign trail. He said he  

Barrett, tomaro ready for  election 2011  


